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CHARGE 
me the RIGHT REVEREND, 


RICHARKE 


Lord Biſhop of St. D A V I D's 
—— WE CLEEGY 


10 3 Reverend pere 


among you, in my pre- 
ſent Station, by the 
good Providence of 
'. Gop, to which I de- 
— ire to ſubmit entirely; 
£ and in a firm Truſt 
and Gong ends that He that advanced 
me to the Sphere I am in, will direct 
f A2 and 


[ * 
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and aſſiſt me in promoting His Glory, 
and doing ſome Degree of Good to 


the Church and Dioceſe committed to 
me, I willingly take this Opportunity 


of ſtirring up the Gift of Gov that is 1 
in us, and ſhall at this time endeavour _ 
to excite both You and my ſelf to per- 
form the reſpective Duties that are in- 
cumbent on us, as we are Clergymen, 
with greater Vigour and Exactneſs. And 
I flatter myſelf, that though I am not 
a Native of this Country, I ſhall not be 
ſo unacceptable as to be conſidered as a 
mere Stranger to you, ſince I have long 


4 


been your Neighbour at Hereford, your | 


Countryman in effect in the Church of 
| Landaf}, and thence have taken a Step 
a little farther to this Place. And as 1 
have been thus gradually diſabuſed of the 
Prejudices ſome others that have lived 


more remotely from you have laboured 


under, ſo I beg you will receive with { 
that generous, kind, and hoſpitable Tem- | 


per I have long obſerved, and indeed 


have experienced among you, the follow- | 


X * 
e wh * _ teat 


55 | | 


ry, ing Advices and Directions that I ſhall 
to | now offer to your ſerious Conſideration, 


ty Trax Firſt Thing I ſhall recommend 


per Uſe of them by thoſe that admi- 
niſter in Sacred Things, and offer up to 4 
Gop the Prayers of their reſpective. 
Congregations. It is neceſſarily to be 1 
preſuppoſed - on this Occaſion, that the 
eſtabliſhed Forms are uſed Entire and , - 
without Mutilation by thoſe that offi- Al 

__ " clate: - il 


15 } to you, is, the right Performance of 
ur the Publick Offices of Devotion appoint- 1 
ed by the Church. | | 
; 4 
| ARS * Advantage to Divine | 
Service to have it regulated by fixed 
and ftated Forms, compoſed with due | 
1 Deliberation, and ſuited to all Publick 4 
Occaſions; and as all Indecencies in our id 
Approaches to the Divine MajzsTY 5 iz 
are hereby prevented; ſo does the Effi- 14 . 
of cacy and Influence of the beſt and moſt | 
Pp | rational Forms on the Minds of Men . 1 
1 very much depend on the juſt and pro- | 4 
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ciate: Since otherwiſe, I mean, by o- 
mitting at pleaſure any Parts of what 


is preſcribed, the Deſign of the Church 
is not only defeated, and the Congrega- 
tion robbed of ſome Share of their De- 
votion, but it is an high Breach of Truſt 


in thoſe that have very ſolemnly Subſcri- 


bed to the Uſe of the Whole Liturgy. 
And indeed ſuch a Practice carries 
great Scandal along with it, as proceeding 
either from groſs Negligence and Lazi- 
neſs, or a ſecret Diſaffection to what is 
preſcribed by Lawful Authority. It be- 
ing therefore taken for granted, that 
the ſeveral entire Forms of Common- 
Prayer are uſed agreably to the ori- 


ginal Intention of the Church, the beſt 


and moſt uſeful Manner of Performing 


Divine Service in Publick, is what falls 


under our more immediate View. Now 
this is reducible to Two things; the 


one, a clear and diſtin& Pronunciation 


of the ſeveral Offices; and the other, 


a ſerious and affecting Manner of pro- 


nouncing them. As to the former, eve- 


i TY 


22 ĩ˙ A —— it 


x 2 : 87 F 
wo u— Y — "Y en" F TY 


3 


ry one indeed has not an happy and 
graceful Way of Speaking, with a juſt 
Emphaſis, due Pauſes, and proper Caden- 
' cies of Voice; but every one that 
takes any Care to form his Voice, 
may avoid an haſty and ' precipitate 
Manner of Speaking, and may no doubt 
learn to read the Publick Offices ſome- 
what ſlowly and deliberately. It is 
certain in Fact, that all Hurry in Ad- 
dreſſing Gop is highly indecent, and 
ſinks both the Dignity of the Forms 
that are treated ſo ill, and all true De- 
votion of the People that uſe them: 
It puts ſome Contempt upon the moſt 
edifying Offices of Devotion, and in- 
deed upon the Miniſter himſelf that ſo 
abuſes them; but above all, is incon- 
ſiſtent with that profound Reverence 
that becomes us in all our Applications 
to the High and Lofiy One who in- 
habits Eternity. And conſequently, it 
is not improper to obſerve, that a Mul- 
tiplicity of Cures, which (it is appre- 
hended) is ſometimes the Occaſion of 
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too. much Hurry and Precipitation in 
performing Divine Service, ought to be 
cautiouſly guarded againſt by thoſe” that 
deſire in good Earneſt to promote the 
Honour of Gop, and the Edification 
and Devotion of thoſe that are com- 
mitted to their Care. And as to the 
latter Conſideration , namely, a ſerious 
and affecting Manner of pronouncing 
the Publick Offices, the Experience of 
all that uſe it is the moſt perſuaſive. 
Argument to induce. others to labour 
after it : Since nothing can be more 
ſuitable to the Nature of Prayers and 
Thankſgivings offered up to GoD than 
a compoſed Recollection of Thought, 
that is beſt exprefſed by a ſedate and 
ſolemn, and yet a lively and emphati- 
cal, Way of Speaking; nothing can more 
inflame the Devotion of our own Peo- 
ple, or more effectually expoſe the Weak- 
neſs of thoſe Objeckions of others that 
are only founded in the cold and unaf- 
fecting Manner of ſome in performing 
the publick Offices, and by no means in 
thoſe Offices themſelves. 
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| ＋. HE Second Thing that requires your 
$ Conſideration at this time, is, the 
Study of the Holy Scriptures. As Cler- 
gymen are profeſſedly Interpreters of 
chem, and particularly of the New Te- 
ſtament, it is abſolutely neceſſary in the 
Nature of the thing, that they them- 
ſelves ſhould Study them with great Care 
and Diligence, and be long converſant 
in them, before they can pretend to Ex- 
plain them to others. And I heartily 
* wiſh there were not too good Reaſon 
for inſiſting on it, that the Younger 
ſort of Clergymen ſhould Study the 


- } Scriptures with greater Application than 


in Fa& they generally do. They ought 
certainly to recollect a little more ſe- 


| dately, that all Sermons are, or ought 


to be, nothing elſe but Expoſitions of 


the Word of Gop, and Reinforcements 


of the Doctrines and Precepts delivered 
in it; and that they ought to derive 


f and Garth their own Schemes of Chri- 
I ſtian Faith and Morality, in order to 


B inculcate 
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inculcate them on their People, and make 
them good Chriſtians, not from Mo- 
dern Compilers of Divinity divided into 
different Parties, but from the revealed 
Will of Gov, as the Fountain and Stan- 
dard of all their Notions and Doctrines. 
And indeed Sermons in ancient times, 
and more eſpecially in the Greek Church, 
were nothing elſe but Explications of fiel 
large Paſſages of Scripture, with a Mo- ö Ng 
ral Exhortation towards the Concluſion ! Pa 


of them. But if a Theological or Moral Cc 


Diſcourſe on a ſingle Text of Scripture { the 


does now conſtitute a Sermon, agre- * 9 
ably to the modern Faſhion and Prac- 7 125 
TIC 


tice; it is certain that every ſuch Text * -3 
ought thoroughly to be underſtood and n 
explained: and in order to be fo, ſhould | 


ET | —= 
be critically Examined, not only in it 
u 
ſelf, but as compared with what goes 5 
before and after it, with the principal 3 p 
Occaſion, the main Scope, and entire it 


Argument of the Sacred writer, as wel! 
as with Parallel paſſages of Scripture ' ; 
that may contribute to the Illuſtration 

N | 75 


E 


3 of it. For ſcarce a ſingle Text, in far 
the greater part of the Book of Good, 
can be truly underſtood, without a a0 
Reference had to all thoſe that are placed 
3 ground about it. And therefore the Prac- 


tice of thoſe that Occaſionally Conſult 


j | ome Commentator to clear up the Dit- 
f ficulties of a ſingle Text, without a juſt 
7 Regard had to the whole Context and 


particular Occaſion of writing, 1s to be 


| Condemned as a trifling and lazy me- 


| thod, that will conſtantly Miſguide thoſe 
chat us it, and never inſtruct them in the 


| true Senſe of the Word of Gov. And 
N N a great Variety of Errours has 


aroſe from conſidering Texts of Scrip. 
ture as independent of one another, and 


! thence forming N otions that never fell 


under the View of the Inſpired Writers, 


1 For miſtaken Men have ſometimes inter- 


preted Scripture in ſuch a manner, as if 
Fu: had imagined that the Writers of 


it had not uſed a ſtrict way of Reaſon- 


| ing in their Compolitions, or had prac- 
tifed a fore of pious Rhapſody, without 
* 1 proper 


11 


proper Connexion and Juſtneſs of Argu- ! 


ment: Which is a Suppoſition that is 
highly unworthy of the Dignity of the 


Sacred Writers. To this Critical Exa- 
mination and Collation of Scripture ought 
to be added, as very ſubſervient to it, 
a competent Knowledge of the Idioms | 
of the Languages it was wrote in, of 
the Jewiſh and Chriſtian Antiquities, of 
the Eaſtern Cuſtoms that differ ſo wide- | 
ly from thoſe we find in theſe Weſtern | 
Parts of the World, and of the general 
Senſe of the Primitive Church of CuzisT. | 
And particularly the concurrent Senſe of 
Chriſtian Antiquity muſt be confeſſed 
by all good Judges to be of the great- 
eſt Weight and Authority in the Deter- 
mination of the moſt important Que- 
ſtions in Divinity, relating to the Canon 
of Scripture it ſelf, the Epiſcopal Go- 
vernment of the Church, the ſtated Day 
for the folema Worſhip of Go p, and 
indeed to the moſt Fundamental Arti- 
cles of the Chriſtian Faith, and more 
eſpecially thoſe into o Which we have been 

all 
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| all Baptized, the Doctrines of the truc 


and proper Divinity of the Sox of G op, 
and of the whole Bleſſed TRIN IT * 


Articles, which though founded on Scri- 
pture, and confirmed by the Senſe of 
the Primitive Church, have been lately 


Oppoſed with great Warmth among us; 
but which have Triumphed, as they an- 
tiently did, over the Adverſaries of the 
Catholick Faith, by the united force of 


1 Scripture! and Antiquity : and in Vindi- 
cation of which by thoſe Weapons, as 


it were by a Providential Preparation 


for the late Deciſive Struggle, no one 


has appeared with greater Honour and 
Applauſe, than my moſt worthy Prede- 


ceſſor, Biſhop Bull, of immortal Memo- 
ry. | : NY 


Bur to return from this ſmall Ex- 


curſion to the profeſſed Study of the 


Holy Scriptures; as Modern Commen- 
tators have been ſhewa before to be 
Abuſed by thoſe that only Conſult 


them Occaſionally, ſo when thoſe that 


excell 
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excell among them are diligently and 
throughout peruſed, and that too in 
concurrence with the forementioned Me- 
thods, are they of great Uſe and Benefit 
to all that are duely qualified for them. 
Thoſe that moſt deſerve to be ſtudied *' 
among them, are Grotius, Hammond, 
Lightfoot, and Whitby; on whom there- 
fore' it is not improper to make a few 
Remarks, and aſſign them their diſtin- 
guiſhing Characters. As Grotius excelled 
in all parts of Critical Learning, ſo has 
he in particular given great Light to 
the Scriptures by Parallel paſſages of 
Heathen Morality, and by his ſuperiour 
Skill in Heathen Antiquity. But it muſt | 
be confeſſed he would have been a 
more burning and ſnining Light, if the 
Prejudices of the Reconciler had not 
ſometimes given a wrong Biaſs to the 
good Senſe and Learning of the Inter- 
preter. Hammond, though he chiefly 
Copied after Grotius, has no doubt ve- 
ry well explained many Paſſages of Scrip- * 
ture, and eſpecially from the Chriſtian ? 
Lexicographers- 
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| Lexicographers. Lightfoot has cleared 
4 1” ſeveral Difficulties in the Sacred wri- 
ters by his profound Reſearches into 
1 the Jewiſh Learning, and that both 
*Rabbinical and Talmudical. Dr. Whithy 
has built upon all the foregoing Cri- 
ticks, and CorreQed them in ſome re- 
ſpects, and particularly has improved 
them by Explaining more copioully 
{ thoſe Texts of Scripture that have Re- 
lation to ſeveral Controverſies among 
7 Chriſtians, and on which the greateſt 
Streſs is uſually laid. in the manage- 
ment of them by the Contending Par- 
ties. And were it not that that Au- 
. 3 thor has ſuffered ſome Diminution in 
his Character by the Inconſtancy of his 


a } Temper and the too frequent Changes 
he ; of his Opinions, and eſpecially by his 
ot 1 Arianiſm in his Old Age and 
Ne his later Writings, (which as a Contro- 


r- vertiſt as well as a Commentator he had 
E | } frenuouſly Oppoſed before) he had de- 
© ſerved the Applauſe of all that love the 
po | Study « at the Holy Writers. But I for- 


bear 


S 
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bear to aggravate the Errours of a Per- 


ſon that is fo far advanced in Years, 
and the Infirmities that attend them. 
To theſe I might add the two Capelle's, 
and Bochart, and Pocock, together with 
ſome Others that are to be found in the 
Critic: Sacri, who muſt ever be conſi- 
dered as Firſt-rate Expoſitors of ſome 
Parts of Holy Scripture. But I cannot 
omit taking Notice, that the London. Cri- 
ticks and Biſhop Walton's Polyglot-Bible 
are the nobleſt Collections of Scripture- 
Knowledge, both for the Original Texts, 
Tranſlations, and Commentaries, that 
this laſt Age, or indeed any other, has 
produced. Neither does the Syaopſis of 
thoſe and many other Criticks by Pool 
deſerve the Contempt ſome have thrown 
out upon it, as being a Valuable and 
Uſeful Performance. And on this Oc- 
caſion I cannot in Juſtice forget to men- 
tion with Honour, and recommend to 
your Study, the Labours of two late 
Excellent Perſons, now with Gop, Dr. 
Mill and Dr. Grabe; the one the Reſult 
or 


l 3 
of Thirty Years ſevere Study of the New 


s, Te/tament, and the other the Publication 
1. Ind Improvement of the Septuagint- 


„ Tranſlation of the Old one from the molt 
h antient Alexandrian Manuſcript. To 
e Which if the intended Critical Apper- 


ii had been added by a longer Life, no 
e Qoubt it would have rendered that ce- 
ot Ebrated Verſion as perfect as the nature 
;- pf the thing does now admit of. Nei- 
le ther can I think it improper to obſerve 
e- ppon this Hint of thoſe Learned Perfor- 
ts, mances, that no miſchievous Conſequen- 
at ces are to be apprehended (as has been 
15 done by ſome Injudicious Perſons) from 
of the various Readings of the Old or 
o! New Teſtament. Which tho' they are 
n pery numerous (as without a perpetual 
id Fepetition of Miracles they muſt unavoid- 
1 | haul have been in a Courſe of ſo many 
Ness) are, as to far the greater Part of 
hem, and with regard to the New Te- 
| flament all of them, excepting a very 
few; they are, I fay, of little Conſe- 
} quence and Importance. And indeed 
of | 5 3 _ 
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they eſtabliſh the Authority of the Sa- 
_ cred Books rather than diminiſh or fink 
it; ſince after ſo many Ages thoſe Books | 


are tranſmitted to- us ſo uncorrupt in the fe | 
main, and fo free from material Altera- Ia 


tions, as by a Collation of the moſt an- 


tient Manuſcripts they are now proved fe- i 


to be, to the Confuſion of the Unbe- 
lievers, and the greater Satisfaction and 
Aſſurance of all Equitable, Knowing, and 
Faithful Perſons. ] 


Bu I cannot Conclude this Head o 
Diſcourſe without Obſerving, that the 
Study of the Holy Scriptures ought not 
to be merely Critical, but ſhould be 
carried on with a particular View not 
only of explaining the Chriſtian Faith, 
but of infuſing into our Selves and 
Others all the Precepts of a Good and 
Holy Life, as founded upon Chriſtian 


Principles. I tay, as founded upon 


Chriſtian Principles; ſince though the 
main Precepts of Morality may be 


eſtabliſhed antecedently to Divine Re- of 


" : - * nat hn ö * 5 
” - ” 4 ee ͤ I Ce EEE EIT es eres — * 
—————2ũ — — ware » — N 22 —_— X » 2 wo... 2 8 — I: 
3 —_— —— _—_——— — 8 LOS . . ——_— 2 —_—— _ 1221 

* _ , 1 — : N N 

I F w n 
. U 8 a . : * _ 
5 ' " rr 

A — Hp w | a 4 


[19] 

Sa. Rotation, as flowing from the Laws of 
Wature, yet are they raiſed to higher 
Degrees of Perfection, made more ef- 
&Qual for Reforming Mankind, and 
fave a more viſible Authority ſtamped 
pon them, as they are revived and 
e. inforced by our Bleſſed Lo xD, and 


nbe- i corporated with the great Myſteri- 
and Þus Work of our Redemption by 
; and im. | 


| TEE Third ** that deſerves 1 to be 
Conſidered at this time, is, what is 
J he moſt Uſeful and Edifying ſort of 
Preaching. 


Tux Connection between this and 
aith, the preceding Head is ſo very plain and 
and natural, and I have dwelt fo long on 
the Study of the Scriptures, that 1 
yo reduce what is to be ſaid on this 


po Occaſion into a narrower Compaſs; 
the ae on the Matter, and the St ne 
be of Sermons, together with the Manner 
Re- ol Delivering them. As to the Matter 


ion, | C42 of 
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of them, nothing can be clearer - than th 
that (according to what has been al. 
ready intimated) it ſhould be chiefly, Fx 
if not entirely, Scriptural ; I mean, not ſci 
only Conformable to the Word of Go p, 
but principally ſhould be Explanatory 
of it. For what is it that Clergymen F: 
are obliged to Preach to their reſpec- ; 
tive Congregations , but the Doctrines 
of the Chriſtian Faith, and the Pre- 
cepts of Chriſtian Morality ? And 
whence are theſe to be derived but 
from the Holy Scriptures? That there- 

fore is the moſt inſtructive ſort of Preach- N 
ing, which moſt clearly explains, and 1 
moſt effectually recommends to the Peo. 
ple, matters of Faith and Practice as 
laid down in the Word of Gop. This ö 
too muſt be ſuited to the Capacities of 
the People that chiefly compoſe ü the 
Audience. There muſt be no Over- 
ſhooting of them by fine Speculations, 
or too cloſe and elaborate Reaſonings; 
{ince theſe are things that are loſt upon 
„% ET oo the 


tal. 


| ; | deed can Pos delude their e ee 
vithout affecting their Hearts and Con- 
ſciences. The DoQrinal part then of 
8 Sermons muſt be ſound and ſcriptural; 
and the Practical part of them plain, 
| F uſeful, and Pathetical, founded like- 
7 wiſe upon Scripture, which of it ſelf 
is able to make us wiſe unto Salva- 
tion; abounding with more Quotations 
of St. Paul and the other Apoſtles than 
of Seneca and the reſt of the Heathen | 
e- Moraliſts; and formed more upon the \ Bf 
Model of the Precepts of IEsus Cyr1sT, | 
that penetrate into and reform the 
Mind, than in Imitation of the Wri- 
ters of Moral Effays, that only give 
a Superficial pleaſure to the Fancy, with- 
out any real Inſtruction of the Under- 
e ſtanding or influencing the Will and 
Affections. For we muſt not Preach 
our ſelves, but Chriſt Jeſus our Lord; 
; J and like him too addreſs our ſelves Oc- 
| 7 cafionally to our Auditors, and incul- 
cate 


[ 22 ] 
cate upon them ſuch Doctrines and Pre- 
cepts as they are able to bear. 


AND on the very ſame Account the 
Style of Sermons ought to be plain and 
ſcriptural. Plain, becauſe otherwiſe it 
would be leſs intelligible; and if too 
much poliſhed, would only amuſe thoſe 
that are accuſtomed to another ſort of 


| a Dialet. And it ought likewiſe to be a 
= Scriptural, becauſe the Matter of Ser- 


mons is ro be taken from Scripture; *' 
they being intended (as I have ſhewn) ? 
4 to be Expoſitions of 'Scripture. And 
. conſequently, there can be no greater 

Ornaments of Sermons than Paſſages of 
7 SGcripture pertinently cited and proper- 
ly applied; nor any Language of Ser- 
mons more beautiful than that of Scrip- 
ture, becauſe moſt juſt and ſuitable; 


; | 7 
| nor indeed is any better underſtood by 


= them among Us and in all Proteſtant 
{| Countries. 
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A4 s to the Manner of Delivering Ser- 
mons, it certainly ought to be grave 
he and ſerious, agreably to the importance 


of the Subject, and the Character of 
the Embaſſadors of Heaven and Mini- 
ſters of the Moſt High Gov. It ought 
indeed to be animated with a becom- 
ing warmth, and ſome degree of life 
and fpirit, that it may make the deep- 
er impreſſion on the Minds of the 
3 Hearers; who too often want to be 
A Rouzed and Awakened to a juſt Senſe 
” of things of a Spiritual nature. But 
nothing that is light and airy and The- 
atrical ought to be Acted in the Pul- 
pit. Since ſuch a Manner is not only 
unworthy of the Majeſty of that place, 
bur in fact only diverts, and not in- 
wardly affects and improves the Au- 
dience; and indeed it is highly dif- 
3 agreable to the genius of ſo grave and 
- ® thoughtful a People as that of this 
Kingdom. 


IN 
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Ix one word, as no Clergyman of 
tolerable Parts and Learning, that has 


thoroughly Studied the Scriptures and 


formed from them a Scheme of Chri- 
ſtian Faith and Morality, and likewiſe 


has habituated himſelf to Compoſition, 
can eaſily be deficient in the Art of 


Preaching; ſo the beſt Pattern that can 
be placed before us for Compleating a 
Preacher, and which indeed includes all 
the Precepts of that Art, is that of the 
incomparable Arch-Biſhop Tillotſon: in 
whoſe Diſcourſes of this kind appears 
ſuch a Treaſure of Scriptural Knowledge 
or true Skill in explaining any propoſed 
Text of Scripture, ſuch inſtructive and 
found Morality, ſuch unaffected Piety, 


ſuch Strength and Perſpicuity of Rea- 


ſon, ſet off with a natural, eaſy, but 


manly Style, that perhaps he is the ö 


moſt perfect Model of a Modern Preach- 
er that can be propoſed to our imita- 
tion. 
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| Moral function. 


Iran Fourth Duty of a Clergyman is 
Bat of a good and holy Life. 


"wi 
6h 


ak 1 41s is what indeed his particular 
Frofeffion demands of him: and fo like- 
Wiſe does the World, both good and 
ö ad. For even the looſer part of it that 
Indulge themſelves in the Uſe of too 
Freat Liberties expect from him the 
practice of Exemplary Virtue and Piety. 
And no ſort of Men treat an immoral 
r with greater Contempt and 
corn, than the moſt Vitious and aban- 
F oned Perſons. If then We in earneſt 
Tcſire to have the Profeſſion of a Clergy- 
man honoured by the World, We muſt 
Feverence and honour it firſt our Selves, 
py the Sanctity of our lives, and a ſeri- 
pus Application to the Duties of the Pa- 
; We Complain indeed, 
Ind very often too juſtly, of an unkind 
eoeption and ill treatment in the World; 
: | as bad as the World 1s, there abs 
ew Clergymen that are eminent for 

ä the 


[26 ] | 
the Strictneſs of their Lives, and Dili. 1 


gence in their Profeſſion, that fall un. 3 112 


der Contempt. For the good and holy F t! 
life of a Clergyman carries an irreſiſti. re 
ble force along with it, and makes a rid 
deeper impreſſion on the minds of men, 4 lica 
than all the Wit, and Eloquence, and Wuſi 
Learning in the world. Indeed it illu-o b: 


ſtrates, explains, and confirms all his Kind 
Sermons and Exhortations. It ſhews men 
viſibly that Virtue and Religion are real Igre⸗ 
and Practicable things, and not mere nam 
Speculation. The meaneſt Capacities are ſ adv 
eaſily apprized, that men are Convinced i to 

of the truth of their own Doctrine, by f plai 
the influence it has on their own lives. I car 
And when men are Convinced that their Itha 
Miniſters Practice themſelves what they w 
recommend to Others, they cannot but I.. 
believe them to be really engaged in 
promoting their Happineſs both here and ” 
hereafter, and therefore cannot but love Ita! 


and honour them. | T: 
| x 
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| un I is indeed an incredible Advantage 
holy F the Profeſſion of a Clergyman, that 
lifti. | breably'to his Paſtoral Duty, he is 
es a F&itly bliged to Study with great Ap- 
p w and make that the peculiar 


and Buſineſs of his life, which is, or ought 
illu. o be, the common employment of Man- 
his Rind; and that, without thoſe impedi- 
1ews} ſents and interruptions to which the 


greateſt part of the world is ſubject: 

Inamely, that he is ſolemnly engaged to 
advance the honour and ſervice of Goo, 
Ito learn his Will, to declare and ex- 
plain it to thoſe under his immediate 
ves. care, and to inſtru them in the way 
heir that leads to everlaſting Happineſs. And 
hey whoever conſcientiouſly reflects, that his 
but 1 . Function demands his moſt fin- 
cere endeavours to Reform and Con- 
F Laus to Heaven ſome of thoſe immor- 
| Fra! Souls,. for the Salvation of which a 
Perſon of no leſs Dignity than the? 
of Gop came down from thence, nnd 


* Fire his precious Blood upon the Croſs, 
IR - 
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and that he has tied himſelf to the 8 


Performance of his Duty by the moſt 
facred Vows ; ſuch a Perſon, I ſay, can. 
not groſsly negle& his Paſtoral Office, 
if he has any Bowels of Humanity left, 
or is animated with the leaſt ſhare of 
the true Spirit of his holy Vocation. 
Such a Perſon will not eaſily be pre- 
vailed with by any Secular Advantage 
to take upon himſelf the Care of Souls, 
in order to deſert and abandon them 
the very firſt Opportunity, to return to 
his Farm or his Merchandize as ſoon as 
is poſſible, and to leave his few Sheep 
in the Wilderneſs, and ſee the Battle, 
that is, to be a Spectator of the Con- 
teſts of the World in acquiring Riches | 
and Greatnels. ? 


IN pEED if it were only for the ſake 
of a Clergyman's own Eaſe and Quiet, Idi 
abſtracted from all other Conſiderations, * 
he ought to be ſincerely good and re- 
ligious. For if we reflect upon him as 
performing Offices of Devotion for 
which * 
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the '\ hich he has no Reliſh, as inculcating 
noſt Virtue and Piety upon Others whilſt he 
can. Bllows Himſelf unjuſtifiable Liberties, and 
Ml as Reproving Others whilſt he is in- 
left, vardly reproved Himſelf; how uneaſy 
2 of | 1 Ind unnatural a State of life. is this, in 

ion. Ihich he is ſuch a Contradiction to his 
pre- 4 Own Profeſſion? And how diſhonoura- 
age ble even in his own Judgment, as well 


uls, Fas that of Others, muſt be ſuch an ab- 
im ject Deſerter of the cauſe of GOD and 
1 to Religion, of which he has taken upon 
45 Fhim to be a Champion? And when we 
ech add to this the Melancholy thought of 
8 le, contributing to the Ruin and Miſery of 
O his Flock by the bad Example of their 
YPaſtor, what can be more Dreadful than 
Ithe Coulideration that though they both 
all into the Ditch, he himſelf muſt in- 
Fevitably ſink the deepeſt in Eternal Per- 
„dition. 


— 


re- Bor nothing can be more Happy chan 

as the Reverſe of this Diſmal Scene. A 
or good and * Miniſter of IESus 
ich 


CHRIST 
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Cur15T is engaged in a Courſe of 
life that is as agreable to his temper of 5 
mind and the leading Principles of his 
life, as to his Profeſſion. As he has 
formed great and juſt thoughts of Gop, 4 
and ſuitably to them has the profound- 1 
eſt Reverence for him; fo it is his pe- 
culiar felicity, as well as honour, to pro- } 
mote the Glory of the Supream Being, 
to diſcover his Excellencies, and make 
known his Will to the World. The 
generous Pleaſure of doing good to O- 
thers attends all his Undertakings. He | 
is highly gratified with the many Op- 
portunities his Profeſſion gives him of 
ſupporting the declining Intereſts of Vir- | 
tue, and eſpecially among thoſe commit- ? 
ted to his Care; and cannot but be firmly 
perſuaded that he Doubles his Own Joy, 
and makes his own Crown more biight 
and glorious, by being the Inſtrument FO 
of Providence in conferring an Happy 
Immortality upon Others, by his Own 
Example as well as his Precepts. And 
moſt "OY ed certainly is that Servant F 
who 


310 


1 ho thus knows how to put a juſt Va- 


| R 

4 Jue upon thoſe that were Purchaſed by 
his be Blood of Gov, who ſo takes beed to 
7 * Bin and his Doftrine, that he bath 
„b. ves himſelf and them that hear him, 
oy 'Y 4 and whom his Lord when he cometh 
de- Pall find ſo doing ! 

wit | Fifthly, I cannot on taking Notice 
8 to You, that Prudence in the diſcharge 


The fof the Paſtoral Function is neceſſary in 
0. order to give Succeſs to good and Faith- 
He ful Miniſters. For Prudence is nothing 
Op- elſe but the Art of managing affairs to 

\ of l che beſt Advantage, and uſing the moſt 

Vir. I proper Means on any Occaſion for ob- 

I taining the End propoſed. Now this 


11 Art in the Conduct of a Clergyman muſt 
Toy. Feither regard thoſe under his immediate 
4 je | are, or thoſe that are without, that 
wet. Is, are not of the Eſtabliſhed Church. 
ment } 
i 1 ith reference to his Pariſhioners of 
— i 1 1 pur Communion, a readineſs ſhewn on 
And ny Occaſions to promote their Welfare, 


proper Applications to them in iriendly 
4 Vilits 


Le ] 


Viſits, - ſome Patience and Condeſcenſion 
to the Weakneſs and Ignorance of thoſe 
of low eſtate, a little Generoſity when 
ſuitable to Circumſtances, (though in- 
deed this is not commonly wanting in 
men of a liberal Education) together 
with Courteouſneſs and Civility ; theſe, 
I fay, have all their due Weight and | 
influence. And as for thoſe without, i; 
they ought to be treated too with a 
reſpectful and affable behaviour, in or- 
der to win them over to our Commu- Ir: 
nion ; and ſuitable Arguments are to 
be Dropt Occaſionally, to Undeceive | 
them. No envious diſpoſition or ill-will | 
ought to be ſhewn to the legal Tolera- | 
tion of them, nor any love of Other } 
Methods intimated that are too apt to 
create Prejudices and raiſe a Clamour 
of Perſecution. And perhaps a little gen- 
tle and eaſy Converſation, and particu- 
larly in the preſent Union of Political ® 
Intereſts, may reduce thoſe into the 
boſom of the Church, whom Severity 
would 


L 3300 1 


ion 4 Huld keep at too great a Diſtance, if 
0e t frighten from it for ever. 

hen - 

in. WA x D among other Inſtances of Prus 
m Wnce in a Parochial Miniſter, it is ſure- 
her very proper to mention one that is 
eſe, | ry much neglected, and yet would, 
and 


nen put in execution, be highly ſer- 
Ficcable to the whole Sacred Order. It 


5 
h a ß this. More Care than uſual ought to 
or- Te taken not only (out of regard to 
mu- Private Intereſt) to learn and defend the 
to uſt Rights of every Miniſter, -1n oppo- 
eive tion to all Incroachments and pretend- 
will Na Modus's; but likewiſe to Collect all 4 
era- papers of Antiquity, and particularly 1 
ther Whoſe that relate to their own Pariſhes, 1 
t to nd may any way contribute to Clear id 
our bp the Rights thereof; and to order as- 
en- Hectually as is poſſible that an account 
1cu- ff every Miniſter's juſt Claims and Dues, 
5 gether with the Authorities that ſup- 
the 


ne ort them, and the remains of Antiqui- 
rity 8 that illuſtrate, and ſometimes eſta- 
— Pum them, be, tranſmitted faichfully to 


E each 
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each Succeſſor in their reſpeQive Cures, f 
This is a piece of Prudence that would B 
be extreamly advantageous to the Inte. 
reſts of the Eccleſiaſtical Body in gene. 
ral, of which every Miniſter is a Truſte 
as well as a Member. And indeed till 
this Method be practiced more Univer 
ſally, every Succeſſor in a Parochialf 
Cure is unavoidably in a State of Tgnol 
rance for ſeveral Years, and liable to bd 
impoſed on by thoſe that are ready to 
make uſe of ſo inviting an Opportunity f 
who, though very ignorant in other 
reſpects, are often very knowing in thoſe 
affairs, within the narrow limits of their 
own Pariſh, to which they have been 


Bred and have confined their thoughts. 
Affairs, in which Clergymen have been Or 
little inſtructed, and therefore come in- Mat 
to an Active ſtate of life raw and un- 4 
skilful in Secular Buſineſs, and that more by 


eſpecially from the Retirements of tlie Y 
Univerſity. And if the Impoſitions up- 
on almoſt every Elergyman during the | 4 
firſt Years of his ho on a Pa. 
woch 
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ures f &hial Cure were duely computed, the 
W:cfit of the method now recommend- 


_ f 
Inte. would appear in a much clearer 


gene. 
-uſtecs 4 
d till Axp to take one tap farther, with 
niverNgard to the Publick, under this article 
xchialF Prudence, as well as that of Duty, 
Isno@Þ'ght to be comprehended the Perfor- 
to be ance of a true and legal Obedience to 
ly toe Preſent Government. For how ſhock- 
nity #2 a notion muſt the diſcerning part 
other if the world entertain of thoſe that 
thoſe reach the ſtricteſt Obedience to Others, 
their Rut decline the practice of it Themſelves 
been P the Higher Powers, placed over them 
ights. Divine Providence and the Laws and 
been £ onſtitution of their Country; that take 

Baths to the eſtabliſhed Government, 


e in- 
un- Ind particularly the moſt Solemn one of 


more bjuration, and yet can forget them ſo 
c chef Ar as in a ſhort time after to talk, if 


up. t act, againſt it? If the moſt Prudent 
che Ping a Clergyman can aim at, is to 
Fa. Endeavour to have the world perſuaded 


chi E 2 . > 
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of the Sincerity of his Virtue and the 


reality of his Piety, thoſe of that Order 


viſibly defeat their own Pretenſions, that 


ſhew the {mall ſenſe they have of the Sa- 


credneſs of an Oatli. And if the injury done 
to their Own Reputation and that of their 
Order, and the Obligation of the Oaths they 
have taken, cannot awaken ſuch Perſons, 
J fear no other Arguments of Duty can 
rouze and engage them to uſe a more be- 
coming behaviour to their lawful Superi- 
ours. But, Brethren, I hope better things 
of You, and things that accompany Salva- 
tion, though I thus ſpeak ; and that upon 


all proper occaſions you will imitate the 


glorious Example of Your Anceſtors, in 


oppoſing the deſigns of thoſe that ſo in- 


duſtriouſly labour to Reſtore Popery, 


with the ſame firmneſs as they did the 


Pretenſions of Auſtiu the Monk, fo many 
Ages ago, in favour of the Uiurpations 


of Rome. 


Laſtly, I cannot Conclude this Diſ- 
courſe without adding a word or two 
232 | * 25 
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of the abſolute neceſſity, of Caution in 
Clergymens putting their hands to Te- 


 ftimonials, recommendatory of Candi- 


dates for Holy Orders ; of whoſe Qua- 
lifications in point of ſound Faith and 
Morality the Biſhop, in every Dioceſe, 
muſt often be otherwiſe ignorant. This 


is therefore to be conſidered as a great 


Truſt in the Clergy, which if they be- 
tray, they in conſequence of it betray 
the Biſhop himſelf into conferring Or- 


ders on Unworthy perſons. I heartily 


Wiſh there were no Occaſion for inter- 
poſing this Caution. But I think it 


proper to Declare, once for all, that if 
I experimentally find any Clergyman 


ſign Unjuſtifiable Teſtimonials, in recom- 
mendation of any Unqualified perſon to 


Holy Orders, I not only will not be 


impoſed on a Second time by ſuch a 
Clergyman, but ſhall Diſtinguiſh him 
from his Brethren, not merely as a perſon 
of too extravagant a Complaiſance, but 


as one that is careleſs of his own Repu- 
tation and Duty as well as of the Honour 


and Y 
_ - - 
s 


LS 
and Good of the Church, and therefore 


as one that can never expect any favour 
or countenance from Me. 


To Conclude the Whole, as I ſincere- 
ly lament and Compaſhonate the redu- 
ced and preſſing Circumſtances of too 
many of the Clergy in this Dioceſe,” ſo 
1 hope the Bounty of the Crown 1750 
bliſhed by Law, together with the ge- 
neroſity of ſeveral worthy Perſons in 
giving up Impropriations and augment- 
ing the ſmaller Benefices, will gra- 
dually relieve many of thoſe that ſuf- 
fer. And if I have any way Contribu- 
ted to the Alleviation of any of their 
 Misfortunes by refuſing to Accept Mor- 
tuaries, T am very well pleaſed and ſa- 

tisfied with the Conſciouſneſs of doing 
| ſo. „ | Ts 
| AND as for the more liberal e 
of the Church, with the Diſtribution of 
which I am entruſted in this Dioceſe, 
they ſhall moſt ROE” be diſpoſed of 


to 
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to thoſe that moſt eminently diftinguiſh 


themſelves by Uſeful Learning and ſolid 


Virtue and-Piety, by ſuch a real love 
of the Publick Intereſt of their Coun- 


try as is 


demonſtrated by an hearty 


Zeal for the Preſent Government, and 
by a Conſcientious Diſcharge of their 


Paſtoral O 
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HE Doris of dn Univerfat Judgnivne 2 
ſerted; A Sermon Preached ons. the Vni- 
22 yerſity of Oxfod, June 9. 1706. In*whic 
the Principles of Mr. Podwel's Difcourſe LOT 
the Mortality of the Soul, are conſidered. f 
II. Reflections on the Conduct — Mr. — in n his 
Revival of the Arian Bae, £ 8 
III. The neu, Arian repfbyed Or; A dication 
. of ſome Reflections son 4 4 Condu&t of Mr. Whifton, 
| 8 
IV. The pretended Authority of the 8 Con- 
ſtitutions confuted by their Inconſiſtency with the. 
inſpired Writings of dhe Old and New Teſtament, in 
Anſwer to Mr. Whiſton. 
V. Of true Chriſtian and . Courtge, an Alte 
Sermon at Hereford Cathedral, Aug. 14. 1715. ö | 
VI. God's Praiſe perfected out of the Mouths of Ins 
fants, a Sermon preached at Hereford, Jan. 4. 1714-15. 
on Occaſion of tlie new Charity-School there. ©. 
VII. Idolatry, Charged on 4rian n; Two Sermons 
preached at Hereford Cathedral in Bechnber 1719 
. VIII. The Reverence due to the Houſe of God; A 
. Sermon P! at Londaff Cathedral; Ju) 2. 1721. 
LIE wike a Preface in Vindication. of the | chapter of 
. Landal. * 
IX. An End iry into the F 86 3 Primitive 
Complutenſian Edition of the 2 in or- 
der to decide the Diſpute about 4 « dia 7 in 4 
Letter to Mr. Archdeacon Bently. A 
X, Our Oblige ations to promote the Publick Intereſt; 
A Sermon Freachèd at the Cathedral of Se, David's 5 
July 26. 17 "yy 
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